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The Elementary Section has started 
an exciting new Science program 

this year, and everyone is talking about 
it! The brand new FOSS kits have made 
their way into the classrooms.

The FOSS program materials are 
designed to meet the challenge 
of providing meaningful science 
education for all students in diverse 
classrooms and to prepare them for 
life in the 21st  century. Development of 
the FOSS program was, and continues 
to be, guided by advances in the 
understanding of how youngsters think 
and learn.

FOSS Kits Improve Science Learning

Curriculum Coffee

On Friday, August 28, the Elementary 
section hosted their annual Curriculum 

Coffee morning and welcomed parents and 
families for a chance to meet the teachers in 
their own classrooms. Many teachers set up 
displays on projectors and took the time to 
explain to parents what their children would 
be learning over the course of the year. 

Ms. Meg, a grade 2 teacher, said, “It’s really 
nice to meet the parents after being with 
the kids for a few weeks. It gives me more 
insight into the children when you meet their 
families.”

Elementary Principal, Mr. Steve Massiah, had this to say about 
the annual coffee morning with the parents, “A positive, interactive 
relationship with our parents is essential. This morning is one of the 
key ways we begin to establish those relationships.”  

While homeroom teachers welcomed parents and families into 
their classrooms, the Specialist teachers displayed their subjects 
in room 401, where parents were also provided presentations by 
ESL and Literacy specialists.

Curriculum coffee is a long-standing 
tradition that brings teachers, parents 
and students together in the Union of 
Hearts that is the backbone of Ruamrudee 
International School. 

Science specialist teacher, Mr. Rob 
Ledlie is excited by the new FOSS kits in 
the classrooms and said, “This year, the 
Elementary Science program revolves 
around use of FOSS kits, which focus 
on student-based science learning.  
Instead of going to the Science Lab 
once every 8 days, students now 
perform hands-on learning activities in 
their own classrooms several times per 
week. The students are very excited 
about their science learning, and love 
to share what they have learned.”

The best way for students to appreciate 
the scientific enterprise, learn important 
scientific concepts, and develop the 
ability to think critically is to actively 
construct ideas through their own 
inquiries, investigations, and analyses. 
The FOSS program was created to 
engage students in these processes 
as they explore the natural world.

Be sure to take a peek at the crayfish, 
snails, seeds and plants that are filling 
the Elementary classrooms everywhere. 

FOSS (short for Full Option 
Science System) is a research-
based science curriculum 
for grades K–8 developed at 
the University of California 
at Berkeley. FOSS is also 
an ongoing research project 
dedicated to improving the 
learning and teaching of 
science. 


