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The high school is  involved in various community service 
and social activities. Clubs provide many opportunities 

for students to show their leadership qualities in various ex-
ecutive positions or to be great members who contribute 
both towards school spirit and the local RIS community.   

Regarding the various extracurricular activities in the High 
School Section at RIS, they can be divided into several dif-
ferent categories.  Parents can contact the following persons 
for further information if they have any inquiries or would like 
to help sponsor an activity:

Curriculum Related:  Individual Department Heads
Community Service:  Mr. Bob Kovach (GH 106 ext. 337) 
Athletics:  Mr. Dave Cote (Phoenix Hall ext. 340) 
House System:  Mr. Edward Kemp (H 411 ext. 236) 
Student Council:  Mr. Ryan Kirchner (H 108 ext. 284)
Clubs and Committees:  Ms. Shirley Gamble Seiverling 
   (H 212 ext. 299)

Club Orientation was held during lunch break on August 21 
so students could visit individual booths and make inquiries 
before joining. Three new HS clubs were opened this year: 
the Writing Club, the Bark & Meow Club and the Science for 
Humanities Club. Many students showed great interest and 
we wish them a successful year.

On August 29, sixty eight members of the Student Council 
met at the Windsor Suites Hotel for their planning session 
for the upcoming school year. Parliamentary procedure was 
learned, ideas were exchanged, plans for each committee 
were shared, and friendships between the grades were 
formed. Their guest speaker, Dr. Suresh Narula, spoke on 
the topics of “Leadership” and “Focusing on Solutions.” As 
devoted leaders, they aim to serve the students, holding 
their best interests in mind, and to be efficient and effective 
communicators.  The new advisor, Mr. Ryan Kirchner, looks 
forward to working with the great council this year.

On September 4th, the Prom Committee sponsored the 
Ice-Breaker Dance and they are pleased to report that 224 
students attended, which doubles the attendance over past 
years. Two “Teacher vs. Student Games” were organized to 
keep students entertained before the dance and two rock 
bands joined the DJ Club to play during the dance. The stu-
dents won the soccer game while the teachers won the vol-
leyball game and the two bands, “Circle” and “Lockdown” 
did a great job at the dance. The Swiss Section was also 
invited to the dance and it was a great opportunity for the 
students to meet new friends.



142 students from the Freshmen Class of 2013 headed off for their annual trip 
to River Kwai Village in Kanchanaburi from September 18-20. Wearing their pink 
and black freshmen t-shirts, the students participated in various social activities 
before taking off to visit the Lawa Caves and Hell-Fire Pass. They loved the Ninja 
Camp which consisted of 12 different games where the students learned to be 
adaptive, self-motivating, and able to work in small teams.  They had great fun 
climbing up and swinging down walls, rowing across the pond, crawling through 
the man-made spider web, going through obstacle courses and trying to keep 
their balance as all the team members made it through the various stations. Con-
gratulations to Mr. Jason Schipper’s “Blue Vipers” team, who were the champions 
this year. The students also held a dance with prizes being given out to individ-
ual students with the best outfits for their chosen themes: Fairy Tale Characters, 
Prom, Pajamas, Animals, and Sports. Tired but happy, all agreed that the trip was 
a great success! A big thank you to all the chaperones and teachers who substi-
tuted for them while on the trip.
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One of the first activities this year’s Spirit Committee 
worked on was Deck the Walls. The purpose is to help 
promote spirit, teamwork and friendships within each 
grade. In the past, the grades did this once a year and 
decorated 3 different boards each. But in order to en-
courage everyone to participate, this year they are try-
ing something different that will occur during the whole 
school year. This year the Spirit Committee will come 
up with 9 different themes, one per month, and each 
homeroom will be assigned to decorate one board 
each. September’s theme for homerooms 9-1, 10-1, 
11-1 and 12-1 was “Grade Pride” in which each board 
had to creatively use their grade logo and colors. The 
winning homeroom for each month will receive free 
pizza as their prize. Congratulations to 9-1 for winning 
the first competition. Stop by the HS Breezeway bul-
letin boards to see the results of all their hard work.
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On August 20th, the “Twelfth Graders” officially became 
“Seniors.” They were finally recognized as being the eldest 
and most respectable student body of the entire school, a 
role model to the younger grades. Forty-five seniors who 
have attended RIS since first grade waited twelve long years 
to take this significant walk and did so with great pride and 
happy smiles. High-spirited and united, they walked out of 
Godbout Hall in pairs, towards the soccer field to express 
themselves in front of the cameras and the senior prom 
video, waving their orange roses, their class symbol, and 
proudly showing off their senior pins to their friends and 
teachers. The beginning of their final year has arrived and 
they now look forward to sharing many special moments 
before graduating together as the Class of 2010.
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