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Every year Middle School students 
get together for ý eld trips of a differ-
ent nature. On these grade level ý eld 
trips, their purpose is not to study 
oceans or science or history but rath-
er to study themselves and each oth-
er. These are the Advisement Trips.
This year, grade six spent a day 
bonding with one another at the Al-
exander Hotel. Grade seven had, in 
the past, gone to the Redemptorist 
Centre in Pattaya on four separate 
trips (two homerooms each). But this 
year, the entire grade went for two 
nights to Pa Ngam Mountain Lodge 
and participated in numerous outdoor 
activities. Grade eight went to the 
Supalai Pasak Resort for some fun 
bonding activities as well as a visit to 
an orphanage which turned out to be 
a highlight of the trip.

But enough of me talking, letôs let the 
words of our students speak for them-
selves. We asked all the students 
how the advisement trip made them 
feel, how they connected with others 
during the trip and how it would help 
them as we welcome in the next year. 
Here is a sample of their responses: 

ñMr. Larry is a teacher I didnôt know 
well, so now I know him better.

We reach out by the games we play, 
the breaks we have, and during other 
assignments. It makes me feel good 
to have good communication with 
friends.

The advisement trip helped me con-
nect to classmates and teachers by 
doing many different activities with 
teachers or classmates I didnôt know 
well.

It is easier for me to communicate 
with others after this ý eld trip.
At the dance, many people had fun 
and teachers dressed up in funny 
fancy costumes. I thought that some 
teachers had no sense of humor, but 
after this event, all of them had a great 

sense of 

humor.

This advisement trip made me feel 
that we can be friends with every-
body. Donôt just look at them on the 
outside, but really look at them inside 
and you will know whether they are a 
good person or not.

When we ate lunch on the advise-
ment trip, I saw one student that I 
never thought Iôd make friends with. 
I told him that he can sit at our table. 
We talked together and I found out 
that he was a good friend. After that 
we became friends.

There was one girl I really hated. I 
didnôt like her for some reason but 
she was one of my teammates. In my 
head I was saying, ñOh, my God.ò But 
I didnôt hate her after I had several 
games with her. Really, she is one 
great girl that is fun to be with!

I feel good about going to the or-
phanage because the girls actu-
ally treated 
us very well 
and they are 
very polite. 
Many girls on 
my bus even 
cried when we 
are leaving the 
orphanage.
ñWell, this ad-
visement trip 
was very fun 
and dynamic. It 
revealed a lot of 
hidden secrets 
of my friends 
and especially of my 
ñteachers.ò I wish I could tell you! I got 
to know them more and we all had a 
spectacular time.ò

I have opened the gate of friendship 
to my fellow classmates and teach-
ers. The bond of friendship grew 
stronger as we communicated in 
Mother Natureôs world.

While visiting the orphanage as a 
group, I felt proud and guilty. I felt 
proud because I was helping the peo-
ple who did not have much happiness 
in their life. I also felt guilty because 

I never realized how lucky I was and 
I always complained. I am also very 
thankful because I have education.
It made me feel coný dent.

I tried to be at my best at the orphan-
age. I felt proud of myself for once.
When I went on the ý eldtrip and to 
the orphanage, it made me feel how 
lucky I am. I also feel sad for the 
children there, because they are all 
very nice and cute.

First, I thought they will not like me, 
but it turned out good. They treated 
me well, we became good friends.

I got a chance to really get to know 
and learn about my friends. During 
those two days, I had a lot of fun 
learning about all of my friends.

My feelings were nervous, marvel-
ous while incomprehensible.

I thought the teachers would be 
stricter and not as fun. I was com-
pletely wrong! It seemed like the 
teachers enjoyed themselves more 
than the students.

I am new to RIS this year. I didnôt 
get to know anyone very well before 
the advisement trip. When we were 
there I had four roommates all whom 
I didnôt know very well. We did activi-
ties together and had a lot of fun. I 
talked to teachers who didnôt teach 
me and I got to know them too.

At ý rst I felt like they were so far apart 
from my life but when I got to speak 

to them I found we could 
get together easily.

Sometimes if I encouraged them, I 
felt that I was helping myself too.

It helped us merge a bond of friend-
ship and trust with each other and 
that creates a new beacon of friend-
ship for this school.

Being a better friend to my class-
mates make next year more positive 
because we could help each other 
with homework that we donôt under-
stood, teach each other languages 
like Spanish and French and many 
other things that we could do togeth-
er.

Seeing teachers being themselves 
and not being serious was a plea-
sure.

When they know that weôre really 
friendly, they will not say anything be-
hind our backs and we will have more 
friends.

When new stu-
dents show up, 
I will greet them 
with happiness.

Clearly each of 
the trips was a 
success as you 
can see by the 
smiling eyes and 
glowing faces. 
All of the children 
want to go again, 

but they will have to wait until next 
year. This was an obvious example 
of a union of hearts and it established 
a wonderful foundation for the com-
ing year!

ò
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By: Michael Baudisch-McCabe
(with the help of all the MS students and teachers)


